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From the Chair

Well, it’s that time of year when all the neighbouring Societies are holding their annual dinners or preparing for their Christmas parties.

The month of October is busy with the Heritage meeting at Bairnsdale and the display of Victoria Police Gazettes.  Thank you to all who have helped in manning the rooms for the public to view them.  And November is busy as well:  on Saturday 8th November at Monash University, a conference on Archaeology and History of Gippsland will be held; 19th November at Monash the RHSV will be holding a workshop for those Societies that are using or going to use In Magic for recording data.  A charge of $20 per person will apply.

At long last the computer has been up-graded; this will give us extra storage for Marjorie and John to record ongoing gifts of maps, letters etc.

To all who have been on the sick-list, we hope you are all on the road to recovery.  We hope to catch up with you soon.

Our annual dinner was a great success with a very enjoyable meal, and our guest Ms. Cynthia Freshwater spoke on the Liddiard, McNain and Newman families.  The venue was very good so we have booked the same venue for next year.

Some milestones areoung Traralgon and District: 125 years of St James in July, Rev. Clem Watt spoke at our October meeting on this event.  The Baptist Church celebrates 100 years – Mr. Ray Moor has written a book on the 100 years of the Baptist Church and presented our Society with a copy of his book.  Glengarry Football Club celebrated a century of the club.

About March next year members of the Pentland Families are arranging a Pentland reunion.  There will be more information as the time draws nearer to the reunion.

Robena and I look forward to seeing you all at our Christmas meeting at Yallambee Hall.  I believe Mary Lang will be conducting the quiz again, so swat up, as the quiz gets harder each year.  Our guest speaker will be Terry Synan from Warragul who will speak about his diving experiences at Wilson’s Promontory during the war.

To those who went on the bus trip to Geelong, we had a great day.  Thank you to Thelma for arranging the day.

On behalf of the Traralgon and District Historical Society I thank our sponsors for their support over the year – Loy Yang Power, Traralgon Funeral Parlour, and those who have made various donations to the Society.

A special thank you to Senior Sergeant Duffy for arranging the Police Gazettes to be displayed at Traralgon, Maffra and Bairnesdale.  This is the first time these Gazettes have been on display outside the Police Historical Museum.  This year marks 150 years of policing in Victoria.

Robena and I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy new year.

Take care,

Jim.Coming Events

9th December – Tuesday, 7:30pm

Our last meeting for 2003 will be our Christmas break-up.  As usual it will be held at Yallambee Hall and the guest speaker is Mr. Terry Synan from Warragul.  We shall be entertained with some music from David Willis, and a Quiz by Mary Lang will test our memories.  The evening will close with supper.

10th February, 2004 – Tuesday, 7:30pm

The first meeting for 2004 at our rooms, the guest speaker to start our year will be Mr. Ray Moore.  This address will be on the Baptist Church Centenary 1903-2003 and his book “An Ordinary Church in the Country”.

9th March, 2004 – Tuesday, 7:30pm

This is our annual meeting and the guest speaker will be Senior Sergeant Eric Duffy speaking on the history of the Victoria Police Force which has just celebrated 150 years of policing in Victoria.

Monthly Meeting Reports

July 2003

Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve

Speaker: John Lawson
Report by: Adele van Rosmalen

John Lawson spoke about the Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve, offering a brief history of its evolution, some appreciation of the conservation and recreational elements currently facing the management team, and possible futures for the reserve.  Making up 29.5 ha, it is situated between Hyde Park Road and Hickox Street, off Rose Avenue.

In 1844 the area made up part of Hobson’s Run, 1877 saw the arrival of the steam train in Traralgon, and by 1880 the Victorian Railways constructed the reservoir west of the Traralgon Creek to provide water for the steam locomotives.  A lake in the centre of the reserve, which is part of the catchment of the Traralgon Creek, was dammed for this purpose.  Valves siphoned water over the dam wall and from there it flowed through a pipe that ran underground, all the way down to the railway yards.  The pipe still exists, at least in part.  Although the wall of the reservoir ruptured in 1908, it is the original wall that remains today.

In 1887, with the electrification of the Gippsland line, the Victorian Railways wrote a letter to the Shire of Traralgon offering the reserve as a ‘pleasure ground’.  Golf was played on the land until 1939, when the Golf Club moved to the Princes Highway; and a rubbish tip was located in the northeastern corner until it closed, also in 1939.  From more-or-less the start of the WWII right through until the start of the 1990s, nothing much happened, the reserve ‘slept’.  Local kids played in ‘the canyon’ and it was a loved place by the few who knew about it, but nobody took responsibility for its management or worried about the science of environmentalism.

A combination of events, including a threat in the late 1880s to sell some of the land for partial sub-division, energised a small group of people to take an interest in the area which in turn prompted the formation of a forward planning committee of Council and subsequent elected committee to manage the reserve on behalf of the Council, who in turn manage it on behalf of the Crown.

It was named the Traralgon Railway Reservoir Conservation Reserve in 1994 and had its first management plan in 1996.  Then in 1998 the Department of Natural Resources and Environment commissioned a Botanist called Andrew Paget to survey the botany of the reserve.  His study includes conclusions and recommendations that make up part of the current management plan, published last year.

Rightly or wrongly, the current committee believes that the first principle of the management of the reserve is one of conservation; the secondary consideration is one of recreation; and of course there has to be a balance.  They feel they’re successfully managing to balance those two, sometimes conflicting, elements.  Fortunately there’s not a lot of tension between those two elements, although there is a bit at times, which is why the Paget Report is so important.

Tree-planting and conservation projects occurred throughout the 1990s.  Between 1999 and 2001 an application to the National Heritage Trust for a grant to construct a wetlands failed.  The application was the result of one of the recommendations of Paget, who felt the north-eastern corner of the reserve (where the rubbish tip used to be) was badly degraded and held little botanical significance (apart from being the site of the most significant plant in the Reserve, the Fairy Widow Tree).  Money was received, however, in 2002 from Parks Victoria.  This and ongoing financial support from local bodies has enabled the progression of the first stage of a constructed wetlands in the northeast corner of the Reserve: drilling and testing of sub-soil (due to the rubbish tip), and the excavation of a shallow pond and a series of shallower depressions.

Conservation programs include preservation of the existing vegetation as well as adding to the vegetation by planting appropriate species and adherence to the Paget guidelines for management of zones.  It is not limited to botany but includes everything – from botany to birds, bats, macro-invertebrates, fish, frogs, mammals, marsupials.  The main conservation zones in the Reserve are as follows:

· Grassy Woodland (two zones)  Dominated by Forest Red Gum and Narrow Leaf Peppermint.  Variable instances of Acacia, Melaleuca and Leptospermum.

· Lake Wetland  Open lake, wetland plants such as sedge.  Numerous water birds.  Frogs, tortoises common.

· Planned Constructed Wetland  Conversion of low lying degraded NE corner to natural filtration system and increasing wetland available for aquatic plants and bird life.  Fits in with City Storm-water plans.  Will improve water quality discharge to Traralgon Creek.

· Entrance Park  Garden entrance and car parking facilities.

· Gippsland Plains Grassland  Predominantly grassland in NW corner.  Native grass relatively abundant.  Prospective site for a mosaic of native wildflowers.

· Woodland  Two areas well wooded where grass is kept slashed.  Older trees home to tree top birds and possums.

· Inlet Gully  Originally home along the natural watercourse to blackwoods and paperbarks.  Over the last five years copses of trees and under-story plants established on the slopes of the gully.

· Gully thickets  Below the dam wall existing natural thickets of blackwoods and paperbarks are flourishing.

· Eroded gully (the canyon)  To be left in existing eroded state.  Conservation to prevent drastic change.  Removal of exotic weeds.

· Street beautification  Screen plantings on the boundaries where appropriate.


John spoke about native wildflowers, trees, birds, marsupials, and frogs (of which there are 6-8 of the 18 species found in Gippsland); and advised that you can’t swim in the lake, dump rubbish, or take your dog off a lead while in the Reserve.

There are about 80-90 species of birds in the Reserve.  The following is an inconclusive list of birds recorded in or in close proximity to the Reserve from 1998 to Feb 2001:

Pelican

Darter

Pied Cormorant

Little Pied Cormorant

Little Black Cormorant

White-faced Heron

Large Egret

White Ibis

Straw-necked Ibis

Australian Wood Duck

Pacific Black Duck

Chestnut Teal

Hardhead

Black-shouldered Kite

Brown Falcon

Nankeen Kestrel

Purple Swamphen

Dusky Moorhen

Eurasian Coot

Latham’s Snipe

Black-fronted Dotterel

Masked Lapwing

Spotted Turtle-dove

Common Bronzewing

Gang Gang Cockatoo

Galah

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Rainbow Lorikeet

Musk Lorikeet

Australian King Parrot

Crimson Rosella

Eastern Rosella

Pallid Cuckoo

Horsefield Bronze Cuckoo

Laughing Kookaburra

Sacred Kingfisher

White-throated Treecreeper

Superb Fairy Wren

Straited Pardalote

Brown Thornbill

Yellow-rumped thornbill

Yellow Thornbill

Red Wattlebird

Noisy Miner

New Holland Honeyeater

Eastern Spinebill

Jacky Winter

Scarlet Robin

Golden Whistler

Rufous Whistler

Grey Shrike-thrush

Magpie Lark

Grey Fantail

Willie Wagtail

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

Olive-backed Oriole

Dusky Woodswallow

Grey Butcherbird

Australian Magpie

Pied Currawong

Little Raven

Richard’s Pipit

House Sparrow

Red-browed Finch


Fire management is under the control of the Latrobe City Fire Officer.  Every year a fire management plan is produced, mapping which areas to slash and which areas not to slash.  There is a compromise for the management committee because plants such as Kangaroo Grass drop their seed and regenerate in the mid-summer period.  On the other hand, slashing promotes growth in many of the native grasses as well.  Fallen timber on the ground also presents a conflict as it provides habitat for native animals.  Analysis and experiments are being conducted in cooperation with the Traralgon and other Fire Brigades to properly manage the issue of fire management.

Stages two and three of the proposed constructed wetlands include the concept of connecting the wetlands to the Traralgon Creek, creating a flora and fauna corridor and improving the quality of the water going into the Creek.  With development increasing in the area surrounding the Reserve, it will possibly end up completely surrounded by housing, making the Reserve part of the neighbourhood’s backyard.

John concluded by saying that the future of the Reserve revolves around the perseverance of the sound conservation principles of the existing Management Plan; a community that is vigilant in retaining this Crown Land as urban bush-land; and community access and recreation with good management.  The Reserve, its botany and wildlife will benefit from extensions to the Traralgon Creek and Hazelwood Road; and it’s a model for similar areas within Latrobe City, being a practical example of the out-workings of Latrobe City Policy on biodiversity, native vegetation and storm water.

August 2003

Amalgamation of Masonic Lodges in Traralgon

Speaker: Jim Hood
Report by: Adele van Rosmalen

Ron Hore introduced our speaker, Jim Hood, president of this society and a former mayor of the City of Traralgon.

Jim gave a brief history of Masonry in Traralgon and spoke about the climate of change generally in Masonry, specifically of the recent amalgamation of two of Traralgon’s three Masonic Lodges.  He showed a video of the official installation and dedication of the new Traralgon Lodge.

The first Masonic Lodge in Traralgon, Argyle Lodge, was formed in about 1885.  The original lodge building was at Post Office Place, Argyle Street, where members would meet upstairs at the Star Hotel.  After the hotel burnt down, property was purchased on the corner of Seymour and Church Streets, with a foundation stone laid in 1924 (part of the building is still there, being bricks on the south side of A&P Electronics).

The amalgamation began about two years ago when the Lodge of Affinity was losing numbers.  A meeting was held and a survey was subsequently sent out to members asking whether or not they should amalgamate.  A significant positive response developed the matter and strict protocol was followed in regard to policy guidelines & clarifications, consolidation & process, the structuring of a steering committee & sub-committees and so on.  Board members came from Grand Lodge to interview members and foundation members, and petitioners were required to support the proposed amalgamation.  Bi-monthly meetings became monthly and towards the end of the process, fortnightly.

Despite rumours that the proposed amalgamation would fail, it didn’t.  The Sutherland Lodge accepted the Lodge of Affinity’s invitation to amalgamate and the warrants for both Lodges were de-issued.  The name on the new warrant, Traralgon Lodge, was chosen for its clear representation of its members and community.

The Traralgon Lodge hopes to increase community awareness through changes to policy such as the inclusion of wives, partners & girlfriends in activities; and also through an increased awareness of their benevolent and charitable interaction with the local community.

Free Masonry is symbolic.  It is not a secret society, although they do have secrets and these stem from their emergence from the stonemasons who were operatives in the 1700s.  While membership generally has dropped over recent years, there is a little bit of resurgence.

The talk was concluded with a video of the installation and dedication ceremony of the Traralgon Lodge #925 which was attended by 135 people on 26 April 2003; and a look inside Jim’s “little black bag” which held a Bible, book of odes (hymns), book of by-laws (each Lodge has its own), a little black book of rituals and his membership pins.

September 2003

The Liddiard, McNain and Newman Families in Traralgon

Speaker: Cynthia Freshwater
Report by: Adele van Rosmalen

The Family History

Leah Liddiard was my great, great, great grandmother.  The Liddiard, McNairn and Newman names have died out here now.  The Liddiard’s originated in France and Leah’s maiden name was Rolf.

To my knowledge nothing is known as to why Henry and Leah Liddiard decided to leave Wiltshire, England, and emigrate to Australia.  However having sold their farm and livestock in Wiltshire at the end of 1850 they moved a fortnight later with their young family comprising three girls and one boy

· Sarah Jane Liddiard born Sep 20, 1841

· Ralph William Liddiard born Nov 23, 1843

· Louisa Liddiard born Aug 23, 1848

· Ellen Liddiard born Dec 7, 1850


They boarded the sailing ship Marion bound for Australia in January of 1851.  After a voyage of five months they berthed at Adelaide in May 1851.  After a short stay in Castlemain they moved to Werribee where they bought a farm and remained until 1869.  During their time at Werribee Henry Liddiard died (15.4.1869).  He was drowned whilst trying to cross the Werribee River.  During their time at Werribee they also lost three daughters – Sarah Jane Liddiard on 18 February 1843, aged seventeen months; and Jesse and Louisa of diphtheria within three hours of each other on 28 April 1861.

Early in the year of 1869 Leah Liddiard hired a horse drawn covered wagon and driver to take them to begin a new life in Gippsland.  Land was then being cut up in Gippsland.

Leah, Emily (6yo) and Jane (11yo) travelled in the wagon whilst Ellen (20yo) and her brother Ralph (27yo), mounted on horseback, drove the cattle to their destination – a paddock in Traralgon (now the Traralgon Show Ground).  There the family pitched a tent to live in until Leah Liddiard obtained a Crown grant of 38 acres (part of “Railway Park”).

A house built of logs with a bark roof sufficed for some years.  However the sale of the Werribee proprety in 1872 enabled Leah Liddiard to financially assist her son in purchasing 152 acres (now known as “Railway Park”).  By this time Ralph Liddiard had his own saw mill and so set to work to prepare red-gum timber with which to build a house on the newly acquired property.  Due to the failing health of Leah Liddiard and other commitments the house was never finished, but the completed rooms had a great deal of character.

About that time a private school was opened in Traralgon – Emily and Jane Liddiard were educated there.  John McNairn came to work on the property and was there for many years.  He came from Ayre, Scotland, around 1876 aged twenty.  He brought out horses then returned to Scotland to bring out Angus cattle.  He worked for the Liddiards prior to his first marriage to Jane Liddiard.  He later married Emiline Newman in 1927 (his niece by marriage) after the death of Jane (66yo) in 1923.

In 1875 Leah Liddiard selected 280 acres at Loy Yang.  Leah died on 15 December 1891 in her 74th year.  The property then passed on to her daughter, Ellen Newman (husband Samuel died on 13 January 1887).  It was in her possession until her death on 17 October 1928, aged 78 years.  She then bequeathed the land to her daughter Emiline McNairn, in whose possession it remained until Emiline’s death on 18 July 1975, aged 96 years.

The land is now the property of the Electricity Commission, thus ending 100 years of occupancy by women.  This 280 acres at Loy Yang had to be cleared, fenced and a dwelling erected to comply with the Government Grant Regulations.

Leah Liddiard’s remaining children:

· Ralph William – did not marry.  He imported Romney Marsh sheep to Australia (from Romney Marsh, Kent, England).  He won many prizes at Royal Melbourne Show as well as local shows.  He also bred ponies and went to England in 1904 to import stud sheep and ponies.  He died 22 November 1922 aged 79 years.

· Emily Patience Ann Liddiard – married Henry Mapleson and had two daughters, Leah Sushannha (known as Susie, died 31 January 1945) and Jessie Louisa (died 30 January 1960); and one son, Frederick (who died 4 October 1964).

· Ellen Liddiard – married Samuel Newman and had seven daughters and one sone: Minnie (dec baby), Louisa (dec baby), Charlotte (Lottie, dec baby), William (dec baby) Eliza Jane (married Hermon Mortimor 1892 and died 28 August 1914), Ellen (Nell, died 27 July 1957), Emiline (married John McNairn 1927 and died 18 July 1975), and Sarah (Doll, died 15 July 1914).  She died 17 October 1928.

· Jane Liddiard – first wife of John McNairn, she died 23 November 1923 aged 66 years.

Some facts and figures

· Rent paid by Leah Liddiard for Loy Yang 280 acres was £15.0.0 per half-year in 1875.

· Samuel Newman had 4 acres of land where the Scout Hall now stands in Peterkin Street.  He also had land at Woodside.  His wife, Ellen Newman, had the adjoining four acres – a total of eight acres in Peterkin Street, “Newman Park”.

· Ellen Newman built a house on her section of land, “Brooklyn”, around 1887.

· Ellen (Nell) Newman moved to the Peterkin Street property after leaving the farm at Carrajung (Glen Ellen).

· The Newman’s moved to the Carrajung home around 1900 and spent 28 years there.

· The Liddiard’s first home in Traralgon was built at “Railway Park” in 1867.

· The Peterkin Street house, “Brooklyn”, was demolished in 1975.

· The “Cottage” from “Sunnyside” farm (Loy Yang) was moved to “Railway Park” by bullock team.  The building became the shearing shed and later the garage that housed the Chevrolet car.

· Dairying later became the means of income – probably around the middle 1930s.


Memories of my holidays at “Railway Park”, Traralgon

by Irena Freshwater
great grandniece of Emiline McNairn who we know as Aunt Em

Aunt Em’s Aunt and Uncle, Jane and Ralph Liddiard, previously owned the farm which was the first farmland to be sold in Traralgon.  They named it “Railway Park” on account of the steam train known as the Gippslander that passed through the property.  “The Gippslander” left Melbourne at 8:30am stopping all stations en-route to Bairnsedale, returning t Melbourne at 6:00pm.

Ralph and Jane Liddiard were my Mother’s Great Aunt and Uncle; my Mother was Mrs. Elsie Wood?? (nee Mortimer).  Ralph never married, but Jane married John McNairn who was employed by Jane and Ralph to bring horses from Scotland and Romney Marsh sheep from Kent in England.  Jane and John soon formed a ?? friendship which her brother Ralph did not agree with, so they married in secret – they were married five years before anyone knew; Jane always retained her surname, Liddiard.

John McNairn was born and reared in Scotland and so had no people out here.  When Jane passed away, John asked Emiline Newman to marry.  She was the niece of Jane and Ralph Liddiard, but then Aunt Em found out John had willed “Railway Park” to two nieces in Scotland she said she would only marry him if he remade his will and left her “Railway Park”, some ?? acres with stock etc – which he did.

When the married they built a new house, having demolished the old two-storey house where Jane and Ralph lived on the property.  That’s when my sister and I started our many happy holidays there.  Uncle John would quote funny poems to us, and some were “very funny”; Betty would quote them months after returning home.  He would take us for many drives in his ?? ?? as a “dog cart”.  Pearl, the horse, was so swift on her feet that stones of the gravel road would hit us in the face.

The Traralgon Show was the event of the year; it was a real dress-up day, lovely flowery frocks, pretty hats, children and young girls dressed in very pretty dresses, gorgeous straw hats with lots of ribbons and flowers – usually all these lovely outfits were bought especially for the show each year.  These shows were very popular with interests for everyone.  The show ground would be packed with activity.

Betty and I loved helping Uncle John take some of his Romney sheep to the Show.  Usually he entered about seven or eight sheep and always in an ?? to come home with first prizes, as Aunt Em would enter several varieties of vegetables from her vegetable garden.  She would also enter a variety of flavours from her garden, her homemade scones were her specialty, never missing out on her first prizes for her many entries.

When Aunt Em and Aunt Nell’s mother passed away, Aunt Nell stayed on the Carrajung farm two years; it must have been very lonely for her with no phone or electricity or car.  So we were all pleased when she came to live in their home “Brooklyn”, situated in Peterkin Street, Traralgon, where they all lived before buying the dairy farm at Carrajung.

We would holiday with Aunt Nell Newman, we would walk to Church on a Sunday, then go back to “Railway Park” for a lovely roast dinner with all the trimmings.  Afternoon tea was often Aunt Em’s delicious scones piled with butter, and apple cake or a goodly slice of Aunt’s fruitcake.

When Aunt Em bought a Chev car and mastered the art of driving, which was a bit ‘exciting’ at times, she would say we will go for a drive to “see our hospital”, which was being built at the time; she was proud of it.

Both Aunt Em and Aunt Nell had lovely flower gardens and grew their own veg’s.  They had a few fruit trees and nut trees; she would send us home with fruit and vegetables, a pot each of jam, pickles, chutney, some cake and scones, and a bunch of flowers.  Then when she and Uncle John ventured to come up in the car to see us at our home in Kilmany, the same load of ‘goodies’ would be brought to us.  They were all very homely people, and a pleasure to be with.

Gold Dust, Dreams and Roses

A Biography of Elizabeth (Kennedy) Stichling, 1870-1958

Extracts from the Traralgon Record – 1903

13th January

The Late Accident – We learn upon enquiry at Miss Spring’s private hospital that Mrs. Leslie, of Tyres, who met with such a serious accident during the Christmas holidays, is progressing satisfactorily.

Methodist Sunday School – The annual picnic in connection with the above school will be held tomorrow afternoon in Mr. W. M. Bruce’s paddock, near the reservoir.

Fred and James Paner for many years of the Grand Junction Hotel, Traralgon, beg to notify their Gippsland friends that they have taken the Temple Court Hotel, at the corner of Queen and Little Collins streets, Melbourne.

16th January

The Band – On Saturday next the Traralgon Brass Band, under the conductorship of Mr. H. Marsden, will play in Franklin street, commencing at 7:30.

Foxes – Mr. C. Wright has shown us a fine looking fox which he “bagged” up the creek on Monday evening last.  According to all accounts the district seems to be getting over run with these pests, and farmers owning poultry would do well to keep a sharp lookout for master Reynard.

6th February

A moonlight concert is to be given this evening on the Traralgon Tennis Court, and should prove an attraction, being in the town.  The admission is only 1/-, and light refreshments can be obtained.

Cricket – A match will be played on Saturday next at Toongabbie between the Traralgon and Toongabbie clubs.  The following players will re-present the former:- Messrs Bruce, Collins, Bobb, Edney, Gilbert, Horne, Keys, Mitchell (2), Richards, Sandys, Miller.

Snake Bite – Mrs. Scarborough, who is on a visit to her sister at Thorpdale, was bitten on the top of her little finger by a snake about three feet long on Sunday afternoon.  The lady was picking flowers in Mrs. Bateby’s garden, and when the reptile seized her by the finger she threw it off, and giving the alarm a razor was procured, and the wound scarified, sucked, and a ligature tied to below the punctures.  The patient was then brought into Moe on a railway trolly.  Dr. Phelps was summoned, and employed strychnine with satisfactory results.

Extracts from the Police Gazette – 1903

5th January

Michael Hogan, farmer, Maryvale, near Morwell, stolen from his dwelling, between the 22nd ult. And the 1st inst, a silver open-face lever watch, N° 3444 on plate; a small locket, dented at sides, with hair enclosed; a nickel sovereign case, plush inside; a silver watch chain; 2 gold wedding rings, worn, one broken; 2 silver rings, edges filed; and 6 silk handkerchiefs. Value £3.

21st January

Auctioneer’s General Licences issued for the year 1903:

Sale – Theodore B Little, William McLean, Archibald Mathieson
Traralgon and Morwell – Arthur Edward W. Coates, Thomas Farmer

21st February

Michael Feely, farmer, Willung, near Rosedale, reports stolen two Ayrshire cows. Value £16.

19th August

Mrs. R. Thompson, dairywoman, Traralgon, reports stolen at Traralgon, between the 8th and 15th inst, a yellow and white spotted Ayrshire cow, 4yrs old branded ( on the rear rump, swallow out of near ear; a brown Ayrshire cow, 4 years old, same brand and ear marks.  Value £14.

News and Notes

Donations

Wally Pickering – Pickering family history

Pearl Reeves – 2 boxes of books and memorabilia

Irene Harrison – photos Le Roy School

Derek Rice – books (Settler’s series)

Convalescence

To all our members who are not in the best of health, and there are quite a few, we wish them all a very speedy recovery.

Pickering Family Reunion

The Pickerings held a family reunion the first week in September which was well attended.  Most pleasing for the organiser of this event.

Correspondence

Email received by John Waldron on 22 October:

Seeing your website brought back many memories of my childhood in Traralgon.  I was born in 1949 and went to live in Traralgon at age five.

My father, a Civil Engineer, was John Bernard Mulvany who in the late 50’s and 60’s was the head of what was known as the LaTrobe Valley Water & Sewerage Board which was based in Traralgon.  There was a Laboratory named after him after he died, which was opened by Dr P. Law the Antarctic Explorer, but I think it is long gone.

I went to St Michaels and, for one year, St Pauls.  I recall Bernie Quinlan as another boy at the school.  I recall the grief after the level crossing accident which is featured on your site.

I recall the large class sizes at St. Michaels due to the recent arrival of migrants in large numbers.  I have a memory of one Dutch girl repeating her name to the nun as that is all she could say.  Memory is a odd thing because I even remember the name!  It was Hildegard Mustaars.

There was a Dr Considine and I recall being in his house when my parents were visiting him socially and seeing a very snowy television set working.  That could have been around 1956 as I think athletics were on.  I thought that Dr Considine had designed the golf course.

In our early years we were in Loch Park Road.  The first house which got television had all the children in the Street packing in to watch it.  I think we were then at no 19.  One of our neighbours was Arch Graham who was founder of a lemonade sold as AG lemonade.  Another was Miss Evie Waite who made wedding cakes at her home.  Peg Menesdorfer lived opposite.

Our mother was interested in antiques and there was Mr Collier who had a building with a curved tin roof who used to sell old things.  It was like an old tin shed –more ordered than junky.  I vaguely recall that he dressed quite formally.  The shed was between near St Michaels and the main Street.

I recall that Alan Burnet, brother of McFarlane Burnet, who I think was from Glengarry, was on my father’s Board.

I have a negative which shows an old house with vines growing through it and the roof falling.  It may not be very good – perhaps a little washed out and not a very good photo.  It is hard to tell if it would make a good image today.  I took it in my youth and I am referring to it because I understood that it was where McFarlane Burnet had lived.  I am not sure of this but it was what we understood then.  It is mainly roof line and two chimneys with foliage all through the structure.  It has an eerie feel.

If you thought the negative might have significance I would let you have it.  I vaguely recollect that the house was not far from where we later lived in Francis Street but closer towards the centre of the town – on the lower land.  Given that the house was derelict when I took the photo, probably in the early 60’s, it could have some significance.  I could post it to you.  It might not be a big find or anything but I thought I would let you know of it.

My good wishes,

Mark Mulvany
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